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OPS Research Technician Position in Residential Nutrient Cycling at UF|IFAS 
 

Classification Title: OPS Research Technician 
 
Job Description:  
A full time OPS research technician position is immediately open in the Urban Ecosystem Ecology 
Laboratory in the Soil and Water Sciences Department at the University of Florida Institute of Food 
and Agricultural Sciences. This position is available through a funded research and extension project 
focused on the effects of different residential landscape management practices on nutrient and 
contaminant leaching in Alachua County, FL.  
 
The open position is for a field and laboratory research technician to carry out field and laboratory 
components of this project. The successful applicant will be expected to carry out basic field and lab 
protocols, process incoming data streams, coordinate logistics with other members of the research 
team, and contribute positively to the broader Urban Ecosystem Ecology Lab. The chosen applicant 
will be expected to spend 40 hours/week in the lab and the position is funded for 12 months. Although 
the position will typically be expected to work regular Monday - Friday hours, the applicant may be 
required to spend some time in the lab over weekends during a specific component of the research. 
Regardless of workdays, the applicant will still only be expected to work 40 hours/week. Additional 
support for the research will be available from other members of the lab, collaborators, or potentially 
additional support. 
 
Examples of tasks include (but are not limited to): 

- Weekly sampling trips to visit residential landscapes and collect soil and leachate samples. 
- Collects, prepares, and submits soil and water chemistry samples to the analytical research 

laboratory. 
- Operates and maintains a variety of field and laboratory equipment (after proper training). 
- Collects and organizes data, and completes initial data analyses. 
- Takes detailed notes and maintains a research notebook of all work-related activities. 
- Maintains, cleans, and organizes field and laboratory equipment. 
- Assists with ordering and inventory of materials to maintain supplies for the project and the 

broader laboratory. 
 
Advertised Salary: $15 per hour 
 
Minimum Requirements: 
Associate’s degree in appropriate area of specialization or high school diploma and two years of 
related experience. Appropriate college course work or vocational/technical training may substitute at 
an equivalent rate for the required experience. Applicants must be able to work outside in the extreme 
heat of Florida summers and must be able to lift 50 lbs given the need for carrying equipment and 
collecting soil samples in the field. The applicant must have a valid Florida Drivers’ License.  
 
Preferred Qualifications: 
At least 1-2 years of lab experience and a BS in Soil and Water Sciences, Chemistry, Biology, 
Environmental Science, or a related field. Experience with word processing, spreadsheet, and database 
software. Good interpersonal skills and the ability to effectively communicate with a team both 
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verbally and in writing. The ability to work independently or as part of a team, and to coordinate 
multiple tasks. The ideal applicant will be detail-oriented and focused on achieving tasks to meet 
project deadlines. 
 
Instructions to Applicants:  
To be considered for this position, please submit a Cover Letter, your resume or CV, and a list of 
references via email to Dr. Alexander J. “AJ” Reisinger at reisingera@ufl.edu. Applications will be 
reviewed as they are received and the position will be filled as soon as an acceptable candidate is 
identified. However, to be considered for this position, please submit all materials via email by 
11:59pm (EDT) on April 2nd, 2021. Applications will be reviewed as they are received and Dr. 
Reisinger will communicate with applicants to coordinate next steps of the application process.   
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