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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR EFFICIENT
MICROPUMPING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is the U.S. National Stage Appli-
cation of International Patent Application No. PCT/US2008/
071262, filed on Jul. 25, 2008, which claims the benefit of
U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/951,839, filed Jul.
25,2007, both of which are hereby incorporated by reference
herein in their entirety, including any figures, tables, or draw-
ings.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

Microfluidic systems have been configured in various ways
to move fluids through small channels. One configuration for
channels where capillary forces dominate involves establish-
ing a pressure differential between a point where the fluid is
and a point where the fluid is to be moved. Other fluid pumps
that address this problem of fluid flow utilize electrical, elec-
trokinetic, or thermal forces to move fluids through micro-
channels. In instances where electrical driving forces are
used, fluids may be moved through electrocapillary or elec-
trowetting. In instances where electrokinetic forces are used,
fluids may be moved through electrophoresis or electroosmo-
sis. In addition, driving forces such as dielectrophoresis, elec-
trohydrodynamic pumping, or magneto-hydrodynamic
pumping are implemented by configuring electrodes and
selecting and placing fluids within the microchannel in an
appropriate manner.

For example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,632,876 utilizes electroosmo-
sis and electrohydrodynamic principles, where wire elec-
trodes are inserted into the walls of the channels at pre-
selected intervals. As another example of fluid flow
techniques, U.S. Pat. No. 6,949,176 uses capacitance forces
to move fluid through a microchannel. In addition, the Knud-
sen pump, as described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,533,554 utilizes
thermal transpiration for effecting gas flow.

However, there is a need for a fluid pump capable of effi-
cient pumping of fluids, including gasses and liquids, which
can have applications in small systems where capillary forces
are not sufficient to create flow and Knudsen pumps are not
workable.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention provide efficient
micro-pumping for small devices. In an embodiment a pipe-
line can be formed, asymmetrically coated with electrode
patches. A small plasma can be generated in the vicinity of an
exposed (powered) electrode to induce an electrohydrody-
namic (EHD) body force, which can push a gas/liquid in
particular direction. The electrodes can be arranged in the
pipeline as electrode pairs. One embodiment can incorporate
electrode pairs on the same surface and maintained at a poten-
tial bias using steady, pulsed direct, or alternating current.
Another embodiment can incorporate electrode pairs sepa-
rated by an insulative material where one electrode of the pair
is powered with dc or ac operating at a radio frequency with
respect to the other.

Pumping can be accomplished for electrically non-conduc-
tive fluids and for electrically conductive fluids. Embodi-
ments used for pumping electrically non-conductive fluids
can incorporate electrodes coated with a material having insu-
lating properties, such as a dielectric, or can incorporate
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exposed electrodes. Embodiments used for pumping electri-
cally conductive fluids can incorporate electrodes coated with
a material having insulating properties, such as a dielectric
material.

The arrangement of the electrodes in the pipeline can cre-
ate, for example, straight or swirl pumping effects, or other
desired pumping affects, by positioning the electrode pairs so
as to provide forces in a manner to produce the desired pump-
ing effect.

Micro-pumps in accordance with the invention can be used
for pumping a variety of fluids, such as blood. The use of the
subject micro-pumps can reduce, or substantially eliminate,
shear forces on the surface of the micro-pump, resulting in a
smooth flow. The reduction of shear for an embodiment of the
subject micro-pump for pumping blood can reduce, or sub-
stantially eliminate breakage of blood particles during pump-
ing due to shear forces with respect to the surface of the
micro-pump in contact with the blood particles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a schematic of a micropump design accord-
ing to an embodiment of the subject invention.

FIGS. 2A-2C illustrate different arrangements of the elec-
trodes for a micropump according to embodiments of the
subject invention.

FIGS. 3A and 3B show EHD force prediction and the
induced gas velocity due to this force, accordingly, where the
exposed electrode is positioned between 0 and about 1.2 and
the ground electrode is positioned from about 1.25 and about
2.5, on the streamwise axis, such that there is a space between
the exposed electrode and the ground electrode.

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate different positioning of elec-
trodes along the inner perimeter P of the flow passage for
creating straight and swirl pumping effects, according to
embodiments of the subject invention, where the inner sur-
face of the flow passage has been laid out flat for illustration
purposes.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show embodiments incorporating paral-
lel plate flow conduits.

DETAILED DISCLOSURE

Embodiments of the present invention can provide efficient
pumping of fluids, including liquids and gases, in small sys-
tems and devices. Pumping can be accomplished using elec-
tromagnetic principles including electrohydrodynamic
(EHD) forces.

An EHD force can be used to pump fluid in a small conduit
without any mechanical components. A micropump accord-
ing to various embodiments of the present invention can be
very useful for biomedical and chemical applications. For
example, in one embodiment, the micropump can be used in
place of conventional mechanical heart pumps, which have
been found to create shear breakage of blood corpuscles. In
another embodiment, the micropump can be used in patients
with heart blockage. In addition, embodiments of the present
invention can be used in aerospace and other applications. For
example, embodiments incorporating surface electrical dis-
charge at atmospheric pressure can be used for boundary
layer flow actuation. The actuators of the micropump accord-
ing to some embodiments of the present invention can operate
using (pulsed) dc and ac power supply and can apply large
electrohydrodynamic (EHD) forces in a relatively precise and
self-limiting manner. Further embodiments can have rapid
switch-on/off capabilities. Specific embodiments can operate
without any moving parts. Embodiments of the invention
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have application in small systems where capillary forces are
not sufficient to create flow and/or in situations where Knud-
sen pumps are not workable.

A variety of flow conduits and/or pipeline cross-sections
can be implemented. Examples of cross-sections include, but
are not limited to, circular, square, rectangular, polygonal,
hexagonal, or parallel plates or curves. FIG. 1 can represent a
cross-section through a flow conduit and/or pipeline having a
circular, rectangular, or other shape cross-section, or a paral-
lel plate configuration. FIGS. 4A and 4B can represent a laid
open flow conduit and/or pipeline having a circular, rectan-
gular, or other shaped cross-section, or a plate of a parallel
plate configuration. FIGS. 5A and 5B show embodiments
incorporating parallel plate flow conduits. The top portion of
FIG. 5A shows a top of one of the plates of a parallel plate
flow passage device. Each line shown represents an electrode
pair, such as the electrode pairs shown in FIG. 2, with the
blown-up drawing section showing a curved electrode pair
that can act to direct the flow of the fluid away from the
surface. The fluid located in the dotted region of the blown-up
drawing section experiences forces from the electrode pair
converging from the curved structure of the electrode pairs
such that when the fluid is pushed away from the curved
electrode pair, the fluid is pushed away from the surface of the
plate. The dotted region of the blown-up drawing section can
also have an aperture through the plate such that when fluid is
pushed up from the plate below, the fluid travels through the
plate and is continued to be pushed up. The bottom portion of
FIG. 5A shows a side view of a stack of parallel plates having
apertures through the top three plates such that fluid flows
from the right and left, due to the force from multiple elec-
trode pairs and is directed up as shown by the arrows exiting
the apertures in the top plate.

The plates in the stack of plates in FIG. 5A can have a
variety of shapes, such as square, rectangular, oval, circular,
hexagonal, or polygonal. FIG. 5B shows a specific embodi-
ment, which can be used as, for example, an air filter, having
oval shaped plates. FIG. 5B shows multiple apertures through
one of the plates, which can optionally coincide with aper-
tures in other plates. Various configurations of apertures in the
plates can be implemented. FIG. 5B also shows concentric
electrode pairs that create forces on the fluid, for example, to
push the fluid toward the center of the device. When used as
an air filter, air is pulled in along the outer edges of the oval
plates, pushed toward the center, and then directed up through
the apertures. In a specific embodiment, when used as an air
filter, the electrode pairs can also be used to extract the dust or
other impurities from the air. The device of FIG. 5B can also
be used as an air pump, pulling in air from the outer edges of
the plates and exhausting the air out of the plurality of aper-
tures. Such a fan can have quite alow noise. Such a device can
beused as a heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC)
pump, for example, in automobile applications. In a specific
embodiment, the spacing between the plates shown in FIGS.
5A and 5B can be such that electrode pairs located on the
surface of one or both plates creating the parallel plate flow
orifices can create a bulk flow effect to move the fluid through
the parallel plate flow orifice.

FIG. 1 shows a longitudinal cross-section of a pipeline
according to an embodiment of the present invention. In one
embodiment, the pipeline material can be an insulator and can
have a bore diameter b. The pumping of gas/liquids through
the pipeline may be accomplished utilizing electromagnetic
effects such as an electrohydrodynamic body force and/or a
magnetohydrodynamic effect through a Lorentz force. The
forces can be induced using dynamic barrier discharge
(DBD) electrodes. As illustrated in FI1G. 1, the pipeline can be

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

asymmetrically coated with electrode pairs. An electrode pair
including a powered electrode having a width wl and a
grounded electrode having a width w2 can be formed adjacent
each other and separated by a distance d. The electrode pair
can be a DBD electrode pair, where the grounded electrode
and the powered electrode can be separated a distance h by the
insulator wall of the pipeline, or portion thereof. These elec-
trode pairs can be formed at intervals along the pipeline. For
example, the electrode pairs can be asymmetrically formed
along the pipeline at intervals with an actuator gap g.

In an embodiment, the powered electrodes can be exposed
along the inner perimeter of the pipeline. In another embodi-
ment, the powered electrodes can have a coating separating
the powered electrode from the fluid. Various embodiments
can be applied to any fluids that can be ionized, such as air,
gases, and liquids. For electrically non-conductive fluids, the
electrode of the electrode pair near the surface can be exposed
to the fluid, but a cover can be positioned over the electrode if
desired. For electrically conductive fluids, a cover, such as
dielectric coating, can be placed over the electrode near the
surface. This cover can improve safety.

In operation, a small plasma can be generated in the vicin-
ity of the exposed (powered) electrode to induce an amount of
electrohydrodynamic (EHD) body force to push gas/liquid in
acertain direction. A magnetic field can also be used to induce
additional magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) effect through
Lorentz force. In a specific embodiment, the magnetic field
can be oriented such that the current flow of the gas and/or
liquid crossed with the direction of the magnetic field creates
a force away from the surface of the pipeline, so as to pinch
the gas and/or liquid along. The net result can be very efficient
pumping of fluid from point A to point B in a system.

The electrode pairs can be powered and formed in various
configurations. FIG. 2 shows examples of electrode arrange-
ments that can be incorporated in embodiments of the present
invention. FIGS. 2A and 2B show an electrode pair with both
electrodes on the same surface, where h=0. FIG. 2A illus-
trates the electrode pair as being maintained at a potential bias
using steady direct current, and FIG. 2B illustrates the elec-
trode pair as being maintained at a potential bias using pulsed
direct current. In an another embodiment, alternating current
can be used. FIG. 2C shows an electrode pair separated by an
insulator layer. The electrode pair of FIG. 2C can also be
referred to as barrier discharge electrodes where one elec-
trode can be powered with dc or ac operating at a radio
frequency. The powered electrode can be exposed to the gas,
but embodiments can be provided where the powered elec-
trode is not exposed to the gas.

In operation, electric forces can be generated between the
electrodes. As the applied voltage becomes sufficiently large
for a given interelectrode distance d and pressure p, the
dielectric surface adjacent to the electrode can produce a
surface discharge weakly ionizing the surrounding gas. In a
specific embodiment, 1-20 kV peak-to-peak applied voltage
with 2-50 kHz rf can be suitable for these actuators operating
at atmospheric pressure. The plasma at this pressure is highly
collisional, and can cause an efficient energy exchange
between charged and neutral species. In this discharge,
microfilaments of nanosecond duration with many current
pulses in a half cycle can maintain the optical glow. Due to a
combination of electrodynamic and collisional processes,
charge separated particles induce the gas particles to move.

FIG. 3A shows EHD force prediction and FIG. 3B shows
the induced gas velocity due to this force for an asymmetric
arrangement in which a grounded electrode is embedded in
Kapton insulator and displaced slightly downstream of an
electrode exposed to a quiescent working gas. The exposed
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electrode can be powered by a 2 kV peak-to-peak voltage
alternating at 5 kHz. FIG. 3 A plots the streamwise component
of the time average of volume specific body force in uN for
quiescent flow. The line trace of the force vectors is showing
a directional bifurcation just downstream ofthe exposed elec-
trode. Due to fluid inertia, the bulk gas will only respond to
this average force that will ensure its net forward motion. The
momentum thus imparted to the gas will induce a velocity
along the dielectric surface. Referring to FIG. 3A it can be
seen that predicted time average of streamwise component of
the force about the surface of the actuator shows the domi-
nance of the streamwise forward (positive) force component.
FIG. 3B plots the streamwise component of the computed gas
velocity at six local vertical line plots downstream of the
electrode edge and shows a wall jet like feature. The zero flow
initial condition makes the computational problem more
challenging.

FIGS. 4A-4B show details along the inner perimeter of a
flow conduit. FIG. 4A shows an example of a periodic pattern
for implementing straight pumping. FIG. 4B shows an
example of a step pattern for swirl pumping. In a specific
embodiment, each electrode pair along the length of the flow
conduit can rotate with respect to the electrode pair before it,
around the longitudinal axis of the flow conduit, as shown in
FIG. 4B, so as to create a swirl flow pattern.

Specifics of the geometry of an embodiment example are
given in the table below.

wl w2 d g h b P

<5 mm <1 cm <3mm  ~wl <3 mm <5 mm 2pb

where w1 is width of the powered electrode, w2 is the
width of the grounded electrode, d is the distance between the
powered electrode and the grounded electrode, g is the actua-
tor gap, h is the distance the powered electrode and the
grounded electrode are kept apart by an insulator layer, b is
the bore diameter, and P is the inner perimeter of the flow
passage. It should be noted that the values stated in the above
table can be adjusted as needed.

All patents, patent applications, provisional applications,
and publications referred to or cited herein are incorporated
by reference in their entirety, including all figures and tables,
to the extent they are not inconsistent with the explicit teach-
ings of this specification.

It should be understood that the examples and embodi-
ments described herein are for illustrative purposes only and
that various modifications or changes in light thereof will be
suggested to persons skilled in the art and are to be included
within the spirit and purview of this application.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device, comprising:

a conduit having at least one surface; and

at least one electrode pair positioned on the at least one
surface of the conduit for pumping fluid through the
conduit,

wherein one electrode of an electrode pair of the at least
one electrode pair is separated from the other electrode
of'the electrode pair by an interelectrode distance d in the
direction of fluid flow, wherein when powered the at
least one electrode pair creates a plasma that induces an
electrohydrodynamic body force to the fluid in the con-
duit so as to pump the fluid through the conduit.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the at least one

surface of the conduit comprises an insulator material,
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wherein electrodes of one or more of the at least one electrode
pair are separated by the insulator material.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein electrodes of
one or more of the at least one electrode pairs pair are on the
at least one surface of the conduit.

4. The device according to claim 1, wherein one or more of
the at least one electrode pair is powered by direct current.

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein one or more of
the at least one electrode pair is powered by alternating cur-
rent.

6. The device according to claim 1, wherein the conduit has
a circular cross-section and has an inner diameter of less than
about 5 mm, wherein the width of a powered electrode is less
than 5 mm, wherein the width of a grounded electrode is less
than 1 cm, wherein the interelectrode distance separating the
electrodes of the electrode pair along the fluid flow direction
is less than 3 mm, wherein adjacent electrode pairs are sepa-
rated by approximately the width of the powered electrode,
and wherein a distance separating the powered electrode from
the grounded electrode by an insulator material is less than 3
mm.

7. The device according to claim 1, wherein the at least one
electrode pair is asymmetrically staggered in a step pattern
for swirl pumping.

8. The device according to claim 1, wherein the device is a
blood pump, wherein the device is adapted for pumping blood
through the conduit.

9. The device according to claim 1, wherein the device
comprises at least two plates, wherein the at least one surface
comprises a surface on each of two of the at least two plates,
wherein the conduit is between the two of the at least two
plates.

10. The device according to claim 1, wherein the conduit
has a cross-sectional shape selected from the following: cir-
cular, elliptical, square, rectangular, and hexagonal.

11. The device according to claim 1, wherein the device is
a pump for a conducting fluid.

12. The device according to claim 1, wherein the device is
a pump for a non-conducting fluid, wherein the device is
adapted to pump the non-conducting fluid through the con-
duit.

13. The device according to claim 1, wherein the device is
an air pump, wherein the device is adapted to pump air
through the conduit.

14. The device according to claim 1, wherein the device is
an air filter, wherein one or more of the at least one electrode
pair extracts impurities from the air pumped through the
conduit.

15. The device according to claim 1, wherein the device is
adapted to apply a magnetic field to the conduit, wherein the
magnetic field applies a magnetohydrodynamic effect to the
fluid pumped through the conduit.

16. The device according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one electrode pair acts as a dynamic barrier discharge elec-
trode pair.

17. The device according to claim 2, wherein a powered
electrode of each of the one or more of the at least one
electrode pair is exposed at an inside of the conduit and a
grounded electrode of each of the one or more of the at least
one electrode pair is separated from the powered electrode by
the insulator material.

18. The device according to claim 4, wherein the direct
current is pulsed.

19. The device according to claim 4, wherein the at least
one electrode pair is asymmetrically staggered in a periodic
pattern for straight pumping.
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20. The device according to claim 5, wherein the alternat-
ing current operates at a radio frequency.

21. The device according to claim 6, wherein electrodes of
one or more of the at least one electrode pair are separated by
the insulator material, wherein the powered electrode of each
of'the one or more of the at least one electrode pair is exposed
at an inside of the conduit and the grounded electrode of each
of the one or more of the at least one electrode pair is sepa-
rated from the powered electrode by the insulator material.

22. The device according to claim 9, wherein the device
comprises at least one additional conduit between at least two
more of the at least two plates.

23. A method of pumping a fluid, comprising:

providing a conduit having at least one surface;

providing at least one electrode pair positioned on the at

least one surface of the conduit for pumping fluid

8

through the conduit, wherein one electrode of an elec-
trode pair of the at least one electrode pair is separated
from the other electrode of the electrode pair by an
interelectrode distance d in the direction the fluid is
pumped; and
powering one or more of the at least one electrode pair,
wherein powering the one or more of the at least one
electrode pair creates a plasma that induces an electro-
hydrodynamic body force on the fluid in the conduit so
as to pump the fluid in the conduit in a particular direc-
tion.
24. The method according to claim 23, wherein the fluid is
a conducting fluid.
25. The method according to claim 23, wherein the fluid is

15 blood.



